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AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION (PAPER NO. 4) 

Dear Sir: 

This is being filed in response to the Office Action mailed May 17, 2002 (Paper No. 4), 
in which all pending claims 1-14 were rejected. The following amendment and response are 
believed to place the pending claims, as amended, in suitable condition for allowance, which is 
respectfully solicited. 

AMENDMENTS 

In the specification: 

Please replace the paragraph beginning on page 8, line 27 with the following paragraph. 

. - Turning to Figures 5-7 there is illustrated an alternative embodiment of the inventive 

endoluminal stent fabricated from a plurality of tubular structural elements 31 formed into a 

tubular stent and having a desired geometry. It will be appreciated that the generally hexagonal 
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cell geometric pattern defining a plurality of interstices 32 as illustrated in Figure 5 is merely 
exemplary and a myriad of different geometries of different geometric complexities are 
contemplated by the invention. Each of the tubular structural elements 3 1 has a central lumen 37 
that forms the internal cavity within each structural element 31. A plurality of separation 
jy/ member 38 may be provided to subdivide the internal cavity 37 into a plurality of discontinuous 
/\ internal cavities 37. Each of the tubular structural elements 31 has a plurality of openings 36 

lA- 1 which communicate between the internal cavity 37 and one or both of a luminal surface 33 or an 
abluminal surface 35 of each of the plurality of tubular structural elements 31. The tubular 
structural elements 31 may assume any transverse cross-sectional configuration having a central 
lumen. — 



Please replace the paragraph beginning on page 10, line 8 with the following paragraph. 



~ Like the above-described embodiments, the structural body 42 has at least one of a 
plurality of internal cavities 47, each of which carry a bioactive agent 49, and a plurality of 
openings 44 which pass from at least one upper 46, lower 48 or lateral 45 surface of the 
structural body 42, through the Z-axis thickness of the body and communicate with the at least 
one of a plurality of intemal cavities 47 in the structural body 42. Where a plurality of internal 
cavities 47 are provided within the structural body 42, a plurality of bioactive agents 49 may be 
loaded into the structural body 42 with one or more bioactive agents 49 being loaded into each of 
the plurality of intemal cavities 47. — 




In the Abstract: 

Page 16, lines 2-7, please replace the Abstract in its entirety with the following new 
paragraph: 

- The disclosure of the invention provides an implantable structural element for in vivo 
delivery of bioactive agents to a situs in a body. The implantable structural element may be 
configured as an implantable prosthesis, such as an endoluminal stent, cardiac valve, osteal 
implant or the like, which serves a dual function of being prosthetic and a carrier for a bioactive 
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